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Contum.—-In an able paper, Dr Lautenbach calls in question the 
conclusions of Dr Harley as to the action of conium. He dissents 
entirely from that writer’s views as to the peculiar action of conium 
on the corpora striata, and cites many experiments which go to 
prove that the drug acts generally by paralysis of the peripheral 
ends of the efferent or motor nerves. It exerts a depressant action 
on the spinal motor tract. Conium is not a hypnotic, but in in- 
ducing complete repose of the muscular system it predisposes the 
brain for sleep. When convulsions are induced by conium, they 
are due solely to the action of the drug on the brain. In medicinal 
doses, conia first increases the number of heart-beats, and then 
causes a decrease in the original number of pulsations; in poisonous 
doses, the subsequent decrease is much greater than the primary 
increase. ‘lhe primary increase is due to paresis or paralysis of 
the pneumogastric centres. Arterial pressure is at first lessened 
by conia, but very soon rises to much above its original height ;. at 
first it increases and then diminishes the number of the respiratory 
movements, the primary increase being due in this case also to 
paresis of the pneumogastrics. It sometimes causes vomiting when 
subcutaneously injected. The only secretion increased by conium 
is the saliva; it does not influence the quality or quantity of urine, 
nor does it affect the function of the skin. In poisoning by conia, 
the voluntary muscles are unaffected, but its action on the non- 
striated muscular fibres is pronounced. Locally applied, it pro- 
duces contraction of the pupil; but when absorbed into the system, 
it produces dilatation. It causes an increase of bodily tempera- 
ture. It does not repress sexual desire, nor does it cause atrophy 
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of the testes, mamme, or ovaries. The fact that it affords relief in 
certain morbid states of the sexual system, as in cases of exhaustion 
and irritability from self-abuse, ete., is attributable to its depressant 
action on the cord rather than to any action on the sexual organs. 
Conia probably undergoes no change in the system.—PaAdl. Med. 
Times, 17th April 1875. 

Writing of the action and uses of conium, Dr Charles Baker 
says that its value is somewhat dependent on the locality in which 
it grows; in Russia, for instance, it is said to be almost destitute 
of medicinal virtue. In its primary operation, it is alterative and 
narcotic ; and in its secondary action, it is very moderately laxative, 
probably owing to its cholagogue action. In certain conditions, it 
1s emmenagogue, and is also said to be aphrodisiac. Conium is 
very efficacious in removing subacute inflammation of a gcrofulous 
or arthritic type; it allays morbid irritability and restlessness, but : 
is not hypnotic. The bruised or scalded leaves form an useful 
application for allaying pain and resolving inflammation. In 
irritable or cancerous ulcer, conium acts more efficaciously in sub- 
duing the torment than probably any other drug. As a narcotic, 
conium is useful in nervous toothache, and in the various forms of 
neuralgia. In dysmenorrhoea, amenorrheea, and in chlorosis, it is 
of essential service. In deleterious doses, conium causes uneasiness 
about the epigastrium, vertigo, a sense of fulness or pressure upon 
the orbits, and sometimes convulsions.— Cincinnati Medical News, 


July 1875. 


DiGcITaLine.—According to Otto, digitaline excites fever. 0°06 
srammes given by the mouth, or 0:002 grammes subcutaneously 
injected, produced a rigor and an elevation of temperature. It 
takes about ten hours for the drug to produce its full effect, and 
the period of defervescence was of about the same length.— Deutsch. 


Klin. Med., xvi. 


HyoscyamMine.—Dr Petois relates two cases of uncontrollable 
vomiting in pregnancy, which were cured completely by hyos- 
cyamia after all the usual remedies had failed. He gave a 
teaspoonful hourly of a mixture containing 5 milligrammes of 
hyoscyamia in 125 grammes of water.—L’ Union Médicale, 14th 
September 1875. : 

In a paper by Dr Robert Lawson, in the Practitioner for July 
1876, he records his experience of the treatment by hyoscyamine 
of recurrent, acute, and subacute mania, in the monomania of sus- 
picion, and in the excitement of senile dementia. It produces, if 
given in sufficient quantity, a very subdued condition, accompanied 
by almost complete paralysis of the voluntary muscles, a quiet 
and refreshing sleep supervening. From a consideration of the 
nature of the phenomena produced by hyoscyamine, Dr Law- 
son was led to administer that drug in cases of excessive ex- 
citement accompanying or resulting from many brain diseases. 
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He speaks in high terms of this treatment, and relates some strik- 
ingly illustrative cases. He found that doses of a grain to a 
grain and a half of the alkaloid produced almost immediate effects, 
at once quelling the fury of mania. ‘The potency and permanency 
of the action of individual doses of hyoscyamine appear to be 
characteristic of this drug. The disadvantage of this mode of 
treatment is, that the dose required to combat extensive excite- 
ment may also be sufficient to produce such an effect on the heart 
and respiratory organs as to cause danger to a form wasted by 
prolonged fury, by starvation, or loss of sleep. The following is 
the form of administration advised by Dr Lawson :— 
BK Hyoscyamine, er.i., 

Spt. etheris, MVviii. 

Alecoholis, . ; M XXIV. 

Aquee font. ad : Zi, Fiat haustus. 

Dr Lawson suggests that hyoscyamine may prove useful in 

gonorrheea, colliquative sweatings, etc. In spasmodic stricture of 
urethra he has found it to afford relief. 


VERATRUM.—H. Weppen has extracted from the root of white 
hellebore a bitter principle, which appears to be a glucocide, and 
which he names veratramarin. Its action and effects have not yet 
been investigated —Arch. Pharm., vol. ii. p. 101. 

D. W. W. Alexander strongly recommends veratrum in pneu- 
monia and in other acute inflammatory diseases. He pushes it 
until the pulse falls, the skin softens, and the heat subsides. If 
vomiting supervenes, he suspends the administration of the drug, 
and gives a smaller dose on resuming its administration.—JPhil. 
Med. and Surg. Reporter. 

The following are Dr Th. Sidls’s conclusions as to the effect of 
veratrum in acute sthenic pneumonia:—In the majority of cases 
treated with this drug there was either a temporary or permanent 
reduction of the temperature, and of the frequency of the pulse, 
but in other cases it exercised no appreciable influence. The effect 
on the fever, whatever its degree, was not attended by any corre- 
sponding reduction of the normal duration of the febrile process, 

nor was the typical character of the primary lobar pneumonia 
obliterated by the treatment; on the contrary, it became more 
clearly pronounced. Minor variations in the febrile symptoms 
were proved to depend, not on the action of veratrum, but on the 
character and amount of the inflammatory process in the lungs. 
Over the latter the drug exerted no action whatever. It was found 
that vomiting, collapse, and other unpleasant effects, more often 
followed the use of veratrum album than was the case with vera- 
trum viride; but neither drug appeared to modify either the fever 
or the physical condition of the inflamed lung.—Deutsches Archiv. 
Siir Klin. Med. 
A case of a boy, aged 6 years, the subject of severe epileptic 
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convulsions, is recorded by Dr E. EE. Riopel as having been treated 
successfully with veratrum viride. ‘The result of the treatment 
was an entire cessation of the convulsions — Cincinnati Lancet and 


Observer, July 1875. 


THE ACTION OF CERTAIN SALTS OF [RON.—Rabuteau finds from 
experiments on his own person, that during the administration of 
iron the amount of urine is unchanged, but its acidity is increased ; 
a fact which would justity the use of ferruginous preparations in 
cases of phosphatic urine, lithiasis, and oxaluria. The amount of 
solids and the urea were increased about 10 per cent., hence iron 
increases tissue-change. Rabuteau alludes to the rise of body tem- 
perature under the influence of iron, first observed by Pourowski, 
as evidencing increased oxidation.— Comptes-Rendus. 

The tendency of iron to constipate may be lessened or prevented 
by combination with tincture of belladonna, three or four drops to 
each dose. 

Tartrate of Iron and Potash.-—Bourguignon finds that in chronic 
wounds generally, and especially in varicose ulcers of the leg, with 
hard, well-defined edges and unhealthy surfaces, this substance acts 
beneficially, generally effecting a cure in two or three months. He 
uses a solution of from two to six parts of the salt in 100 of dis- 
tilled water, a few drops of ammonia being added to prevent pre- 
cipitation, Pledgets of fine charpie soaked in this are applied to 
the ulcer night and morning, and covered over with a thick layer 
of cerate. Given internally, the tartrate of iron and potash is 
valuable in chlorosis, chloro-anzemia associated with gastralgia. In 
dyspepsia, a mixture containing this salt will be borne when other 
solid preparations of iron will not be tolerated by the stomach.— 
LP Union Médicale, 30th March 1876. 

Benzoate of Iron and Cod-liver Oil—Benzoate of iron is more 
soluble than other preparations of iron, and forms a less nauseous 
combination with cod-liver oil. ‘To prepare the ferrated oil, 10°5 
grammes of the perfectly dry salt are triturated with 4 grammes of 
the oil. After repeated shaking, it is set aside for several days to 
deposit, and the supernatant liquid is then drawn off. It should 
be preserved from sunlight.—Pharm. Central Halle. 

Perchloride of Iron—Dr Russell Reynolds, at the meeting of the 
British Medical Association in Edinburgh last year, read a paper 
on the treatment of acute rheumatism by tincture of perchloride of 
iron. He cited a number of cases showing that by this remedy 
relief is early afforded, not only from pain, but from abnormal heat. 
His treatment consisted in the administration of doses varying 
from 15 minims to a drachm every four hours, with or without 
20 or 30 minims of glycerine and spirit of chloroferm, 

In the Medical Times and Gazette, 3d April 1875, Mr Clarence 
Foster calls attention to the great utility of the external use of tincture 
of perchloride of iron in erysipelas and other forms of local inflam- 
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mation. when unattended by breach of surface. In scrofulous swell- 
ings of the neck he states that its discutient properties are far 
superior t» those of iodine. When an inflamed breast or inguinal 
gland threatens to end in suppuration, the early use of the tincture 
every other day or so will be sufficient to effect resolution. In the 
inflamed joints of acute rheumatism, etc., its external use is also 
attended with much benefit. 

Muriate of Lron—The August number of this Journal contains 
an interesting paper from the pen of Dr Charles Bell, in which 
he strenuously advocates the treatment of erysipelas by tincture of 
muriate of iron. He holds that a natural difference exists between 
the effects of the two so-called similar preparations of iron—viz., the 
muriate and the perchloride. He insists particularly on the ad- 
ininistration of the former preparation in full and frequent doses. 

Acid Sulphate of Iron.—Ly Sabbata recommends as a gargle in 
diphtheria,—sulphate of iron, 5 grammes; dilute sulphuric acid, 
25 drops; water, 100 grammes. For local application with a hair 
pencil he uses a stronger solution. He affirms that this destroys the 
odour, and removes the eschar in the submucous tissue. Of forty 
cases treated thus, together with the internal administration of 
hyposulphite of soda and tannate of quinine, the mortality was at 
the rate of 12°5 per cent.—Annali di Chemica applicata alla Med., 
Oct. 1875. . 


THe AcTION OF CERTAIN SALTS OF SoDA.—Bicarbonate of Soda 
in Toothache-—Dr Dyce Duckworth records a case of severe tooth- 
ache, which was almost immediately cured by the application of a 
solution containing about half a drachm of bicarbonate of soda in an 
ounce of water, atter other remedies, as chloroform, etc., had tailed. 
—Practitioner, April 1875. 

Bromide of Sodium in Epilepsy—Dyr A. Hollis, in the British 
Medical Journal, 1st July 1876, gives an analysis of a series of 
cases in which this drug acted very beneficially ; under its influence, 
in doses of from two to twenty grains thrice daily for some weeks, 
the fits became considerably reduced in frequency. 

Choleate of Suda in Gall-Stones.—In the American Journal of 
Medical Sctences for April 1876, Dr W. C. Dabney records his ex- 
perience of the use of choleate of soda in preventing the formation 
of gall-stones. ‘The treatment was originally proposed by Professor 
Schiff. Dr Dabney finds that the action of this salt is too gradual 
to be of any use in cases where the calculi are already formed ; it 
is only of use as a preventative. Schiff gives about 74 grains of it 
twice daily. Being insoluble in water, it is best given in the pilular 
form. It is probable, as Dr Dabney suggests, that choleate of soda 
may prove beneficial in some cases of enfeebled digestion when the 
bile seems at fault. 

Hyposulphite of Soda in the Treatment of Boils—Dr L. Duncan 
Bulkley states that hyposulphite of soda, in doses of 380 grains 
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three or four times daily, largely diluted, and on an empty stomach, 
is the treatment mainly adopted by him for preventing the forma- 
tion of boils. Should this fail, he gives large doses of quinine.— 
American Practitioner, May 1876. 

EHypophosphites of Lime and Soda in Phthisis—Dy Charteris of 
Glasgow states that he finds that these salts have the property of 
checking the night-sweats of phthisis. He records several cases in 
which the patient’s health underwent considerable improvement 

while taking the hypophosphites.—Lancet, 13th May 1876. 

Lactate of Soda as a Hypnotic, ete. —According to Preyer, a con- 
dition closely resembling natural sleep is effected by the subcu- 
taneous injection of a concentrated aqueous solution of lactate of 
soda or by large doses of the salt given by the mouth. There were 
great differences in regard to the time, duration, and intensity of the. 
sleep. Preyer remarks that lactate of soda deserves investigation 
as an antipyretic, and as a calmative in mania and in certain forms 
of convulsive disease. He found that this salt deepened and re- 
duced in frequency the respiration, diminished reflex irritability, 
and in warm-blooded animals lowered the temperature, especially 
if given in large doses.—Centralblatt fiir die Med. Wissenschaft, 
August 1875. 

L. Meyer in several cases administered subcutaneously 0-6 
grammes of lactate of soda two or three times daily. Pain occurred 
in the part, and nausea and vomiting set in; sleep or even ease was 
not procured; 10 or 15 grammes given by the mouth gave relief 
from pain i all ‘cases, but in some of these it caused nausea and 
vomiting. Combined with morphia it yielded much more satisfac- 
tory results. He found that lactic acid acts similarly to the soda 
salt. Meyer concludes that the value of this drug is shown by the 
diminution of the requisite dose of morphia.— Vir chow’s Archiv, 
Band 66, Heft 1 

Nitrate of Soda in Dysentery. —Dr Caspari gives large doses of 
nitrate of soda in acute dysentery, and finds that it is as effectual 
in rectal as in the intestinal forms of the disease. He gives from 
3 to 6 drachms in divided doses in the twenty-four hours. The 
solution should be warm.—Bull. Gén. de Thér., 30th June 1875. 
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